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ASSA Bloemfontein
Annual Report: 2002-2003 (for ASSA)

1.  Visits to our centre: 2002
Visit by Tim Cooper to Boyden Observatory: May 2002

On 18 May 2002, ASSA BFN was visited by Tim Cooper who gave us a workshop on the observation and reporting of comets and meteor showers. (The visit was accompanied by an open evening by the Friends of Boyden for the public, presented by Tim Cooper).

Visit by Willie Koorts to Boyden Observatory: June 2002

On 8 June 2002, Boyden and our centre was visited by Willie Koorts from SAAO who came to see the pieces of the Lamont-Hussey telescope, a 6” Steinheil telescope found at a Bloemfonteiner’s house and to present a lecture to the public that evening on satellites.

The centre has been in contact with Willie (and Dr. Patrick Seitzer of the US) since our research on the Lamont-Hussey started at the end of 2001.

Visit by Auke Slotegraaf: December 2002

On 6 December 2002, Auke Slotegraaf and his solar eclipse companions visited Boyden Observatory and also gave our centre a much needed workshop on Deep Sky object observation techniques. The visit by Tim and Auke in part, gave way to the idea of “dividing” our Centre into functional work groups as described later on.
2.  History Group and their activities
The history group in our centre saw an interesting and exciting year, especially with regards to the Lamont-Hussey Observatory (Naval Hill, Bfn) research. 

The centre was approached in late 2001 by Willie Koorts and his US contact, Dr. Patrick Seitzer of the University of Michigan (the institution that owned the observatory).

During the year, two 1950’s cameras used by Earl Slipher here were relocated at the zoo in the city.  The pieces of the giant 26” refractor, where it lied alongside a hangar at the fire station together with the cameras were moved into the hangar by Braam van Zyl’s effort. For now, they form part of Fire Station Museum initiated by Braam.
Gerrit Penning compiled a 50 minute digital presentation about the observatory (also see point 3).
Numerous newspaper and magazine articles (30+) were found in the city archives and from other sources by the group.

3.  Continued educational assistance for Boyden Observatory
Our Centre has one great skill and strength: our public-interaction skills regarding popular astronomy and spaceflight. This is largely in part due to our good relationship and connection with Boyden Observatory 26 km outside the city.

Through assistance during public open-evenings (once a quarter), frequent assistance with group evenings (on average twice a week) and visits to smaller towns and also schools in the province, we have build ourselves remarkable abilities as presenters, telescope guides, to point out constellations and stars and even as marketers.

At the end of the year 2002, a member of our Centre sold 7 high-level digital presentation slide shows (40 to 60 minutes each) to Boyden Observatory, after months of compilation.  This include: The Space Shuttle, the International Space Station, the Planet Mars, Zoom Journey to the Stars, Solar Eclipse 2002, the Lamont-Hussey Observatory, the Solar System. Some of these shows have already been used on public open-evenings and the primary show (Zoom Journey to the Stars) will feature during the 31 May 2003 open evening at Boyden.
Though our Centre is not responsible for the organizing and management of the public outreach program itself, our help in this regard is much appreciated by the Friends of Boyden (the organization who, together with the University of the Free State, oversees the educational outreach) and almost crucial for the proper functioning of the observatory, with regards to available manpower.  Members will also be used as trainers when new educational assistants are trained in the 2003 year for Boyden.
4. Finding a Balance...

Many members of the Centre are involved with the Boyden Education program above. This has however, resulted in our Centre not always meeting standards on an amateur astronomy level. Amateur activities have been handicapped in this way – though we consider ourselves probably the best equipped Centre in the country for public outreach, we are not on par with the other Centres with regards to actual amateur astronomy projects and activities. This has led the committee of 2002/2003 to devise a means of how to improve on this imbalance, while still maintaining our excellent relationship with the Boyden Educational program.  It was also decided that there would be less official meetings in 2003 and more meetings in workgroup capacity. (e.g. workshops, observation evenings, solar group activities etc.)
5.  Workgroups for the Centre

One way in which the goal in point 4 is being reached is the implemented idea that our Centre must be “divided” into certain functional work groups, based on the national ASSA structure. This took shape at the start of 2003. The Centre now consists of a 1) History Group, 2) Deep Sky Observation group, 3) Comet and Meteor Group, 4) Solar Observations Group, 5) Astrophotography Group, 6) Internet and Website section.

Other activities like Occultations, Variable stars and solar system phenomena will for now, be included in the relevant groups above.  Activities in groups 2 to 4 and 6 are already underway.

6. Meetings and Members

6.1 Meetings

During 2002, frequent Centre Meetings were held, at Boyden Observatory. Official meetings took place once a month from February to November, as well as a year-end social function at the end of November. The meetings took the form of presenters (mostly in-house members) who gave lectures on certain topics for the other members and interested visitors.
Topics by members included: Why the Earth is so Special (Feb - Thinus van der Merwe)


    

Zoom Journey to the Stars (March - Gerrit Penning)





Techniques in Astrophotography (April - Surina Hohne)





Astrobiology (Juan-Marie Bower, a plant geneticist) 




The Solar Eclipse of 2002 and eclipse history (Sept - Gerrit Penning)




The Sun and some special attributes (October - Jacques van Delft)

Presenters from outside:
Comets and Meteors (Tim Cooper – May 2002)





Geology of Mountain Formation (Johan Looch, Geology Society)


Other meetings of our Centre took the form of observation evenings at Boyden, using the 8”, 10” and 13” refractors at the Observatory. There were at least 6 such evenings, not including the official meetings. Members are encouraged to practice their hobby individually at home also.
6.2 Members
People join our Centre by paying a fee per address, regardless of the amount of persons at that address. About 85% of addresses are individual members though. 
There are three fee packages members can choose from, but the standard fee per year is R50 per address. Another option is R60 which include the ASSA Handbook and the third option is R130 which include first-time national ASSA membership subscription. 
2002 saw the in-take of 4 new members (all active during the year). 

The total amount of members at the end of 2002 was just over 40. Most attended the meetings and activities on a regular basis or stayed in close e-mail contact.
At the beginning of 2003, 11 new addresses joined the Centre. 
Though the member numbers do not always appear to be very big, the Centre does have its core-group of highly motivated and passionate members who oversee most of the activities and contribute an immense amount of effort to the Centre’s operations.  
7. Communication, Website, Newsletter and SpaceTides
7.1 Communications

Our Centre has a highly effective communication system, primarily via e-mail.  16% of members do not have active e-mail, but the rest are kept up to date on a weekly basis by the webmaster, on Centre as well as Boyden Observatory activities. E-mail communication is considered a strong “pillar” of our Centre. Members without email are kept up to date via the Die Naghemel newsletter.
7.2 Centre website

The website is still active at www.geocities.com/assabfn and is updated at least monthly with dates and times of meetings and activities.  When searching on the engine Google.com and typing in “Bloemfontein” “Astronomy”, our Centre’s page is first to appear. Our Centre’s website is the second website on astronomy in South Africa (after ASSA’s) to appear in the search list if the keyword “ASSA” is used. The website’s main index page has had over 2 000 hits the last two years.
7.3 Die Naghemel Newsletter

Our Centre still has the newsletter “Die Naghemel” which is sent to members of ASSA Bfn, the Friends of Boyden and some of the other ASSA Centres once every two months. The new editor for 2003 is Juan-Marié Bower.  The Centre has the privilege to print the newsletter in colour from 
June 2003 onwards, at a price cheaper than black-and-white photocopies!
7.4 SpaceTides e-mail Newsletter

The SpaceTides newsletter continued to appear at least once every six weeks in 2002. This is an informative e-mail based newsletter on popular astronomy and spaceflight for the public, by our Centre. Website: www.geocities.com/assabfn/spacetides

National ASSA

2002 was a year which saw an increased awareness amongst our members of the national ASSA body.

This was due to other ASSA Centre members visiting Bloemfontein (see point 1), our committee introducing the activities of ASSA to the members on a few occasions and the exposure to the events of the 2002 Symposium.  This all led to no less than 16 of our members joining the national ASSA at the start of 2003.
We also had the privilege of seeing Braam van Zyl appointed as the new Director of the national ASSA’s Solar section.

An article on the Lamont-Hussey Observatory was also written for the History section of ASSA’s historical archive on the internet, as well as an article on the recent history of Boyden Observatory’s activities and the Friends of Boyden.
Activities outside Bloemfontein
Three of our members went on a two-day trip to Gauteng and the North-west to visit places like the Vredefort Dome, the Sterkfontein Caves, the Tswaing Crater (with a police escort!) and HartRAO.

Articles on all these landmarks are appearing in our newsletter. 
Two of our members gave presentations at the ASSA Symposium held at the Aloe Ridge Hotel in November 2002. They gave presentations on Boyden Observatory and the Lamont-Hussey Observatory.

Braam van Zyl who participated in the event, took with him to the Symposium exquisite photographs taken by Mr. Pine Pienaar and Miss. Nina Steenkamp of Port Elizabeth through the 13” at Boyden. Thinus van der Merwe received training in astrophotography from them and hope to re-initiate astrophotography activities in our Centre from 2003.
Solar Eclipse 2002
The Friends of Boyden organized a trip to the solar eclipse of December, many of our members going along and recounting their experience afterwards. Some members who stayed behind in Bloemfontein gave a lecture on the eclipse at the University of the Free State, an article also appearing in the Volksblad newspaper thereon.
International outreach

We are continuing to build up a network of overseas contacts. Last year saw travelers from the USA who visited Boyden - assisted by members of our Society as guides.  We are also putting in an effort to build up national contacts, especially inter-ASSA centre contacts.

Friends of Boyden

Our Centre continues to work closely with the Friends of Boyden, the organization overseeing the Educational program of the Observatory.  They also receive our Centre’s newsletter, Die Naghemel.

From time to time they organize meetings where presenters give lectures on scientific topics, attended by our members also.

Summary
All in all, 2002 was an exciting year for our Centre. It can also be seen as a transitional year: it was the year in which we realized that we are concerning ourselves too much with popular astronomy and not enough with “higher level” amateur astronomy. 

We are more than fortunate to be associated with Boyden Observatory and to have at our disposal some of the best amateur equipment in the country. A decision was made during the year to make more used of this privilege on an amateur level. 

We are also proud to report that in our Centre, there are virtually no political problems, no rifts between members and a great eagerness by members to learn and participate. Members talk with a sense of pride of our Centre and national ASSA.  A great many friendships have been established in our Centre – not only in the past, but also in this year.
We continue to enjoy our hobby for the love of it and fill ourselves with only good memories when thinking of ASSA Bloemfontein and Boyden Observatory. 

Contact numbers:

Chairman: Thinus van der Merwe:  083 746 3037 / tvdm@hssandduplessis.co.za
Vice-chairman: Gerrit Penning:  073 233 9080 / 051- 522 2537 / gpenning@webmail.co.za

Treasurer: Braam van Zyl:  051 - 436 7555 / jalvzyl@mweb.co.za
www.geocities.com/assabfn
www.geocities.com/assabfn/spacetides
*****************   END OF REPORT    ******************
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	Date:
	Day:
	Group:
	Theme:

	8 February 
	Saturday
	ASSA Bloemfontein
	First meeting for 2003: Group leaders (Boyden) to give introduction on year’s activities

	22 February 
	Saturday
	Friends of Boyden
	Friends Reserved Meeting (Boyden)
Solar Eclipse Tour Reunion

	11 March
	Tuesday
	Friends of Boyden
Public Event
	Annual General Meeting
Public event (UFS) -  Panel discussion (Exobiology)

	21 March
	Friday
	ASSA Bloemfontein
Boyden Open Evening
	Workshop for Amateurs 
Public Open Evening: (Boyden) 

	29 March &
5 April
	Saturday
	ASSA Bloemfontein
	Workshop in star chart coordinate systems 

	2 May
	Friday
	Friends of Boyden
	Friends Reserved Meeting (Boyden)
Information on the transit of Mercury on 7 May

	24 May
	Saturday
	ASSA Bloemfontein
	Quarterly meeting: (Boyden)
Video techniques in astrophotography

	31 May
	Saturday
	BOYDEN OPEN EVENING
	Public Open Evening  (Boyden)
”Zoom Journey to the Stars”

	2 August
	Saturday
	BOYDEN OPEN EVENING
	Public Open Evening  (Boyden)
A selection of themes on meteors and meteorites

	23 August
	Saturday
	ASSA Bloemfontein
	Quarterly meeting (Boyden)

	13 September
	Saturday
	Friends of Boyden
	Friends Reserved Meeting

	4 October
	Saturday
	BOYDEN OPEN DAY
	Open day for interested persons concerning the upgrade of the Boyden Observatory facilities

	18 October
	Saturday
	BOYDEN OPEN EVENING
	Public Open Evening (Boyden)

	15 November
	Saturday
	ASSA Bloemfontein
	Quarterly meeting (Boyden)

	22 November
	Saturday
	Friends of Boyden
	Friends Reserved Meeting (Boyden)

	29 November
	Saturday
	ASSA Bloemfontein
	Social function: End of year event

	20 December
	Saturday
	BOYDEN OPEN EVENING
	Public Open Evening  (Boyden)


Members belonging to the Friends of Boyden are welcome to attend the meetings of ASSA Bloemfontein and the amateurs are likewise welcome at the Friends’ meetings. 

Contact Information
Friends of Boyden:     Braam of Zyl    -  051-436 7555 (h).   Web address:   www.uovs.ac.za/faculties/nat/boyden
ASSA Bloemfontein:  Gerrit Penning  -  051-522 2537 (h) / 073 233 9080.    www.geocities.com/assabfn 

*This program is submit to changes. Members will be kept up to date on changes, times, themes and presenters by means of e-mail/Die Naghemel newsletter.   Please subscribe to the SpaceTides Newsletter if you want to be informed of the above Boyden open evenings nearer to the respective dates.  ( www.geocities.com/assabfn/spacetides )


ASSA Bloemfontein has additional meetings during the year in the form of functional workgroup activities. Your group coordinator will let you know of dates or you will receive e-mail / Die Naghemel updates. 
