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Membership
Membership stands at 48. Some of our active members live as far as Bethlehem and Welkom.
Finance
The annual membership fee is R30 per house-hold and is used to pay for the newsletter as well as for tea/coffee at monthly meetings.
Monthly meetings
Monthly meetings are held at the Boyden Observatory. A variety of programs are arranged during the year. These meetings are usually scheduled for moonless Saturday nights when stargazing is possible.
Public programs
Boyden Observatory receives more than 3 000 visitors annually. As it is impossible for the Boyden staff to cope with all the visitors, senior Centre members act as tour guides.
The Friends of Boyden hosts six public evenings annually at the Boyden Observatory with an average turn-out of 500 people. For each gathering, the Centre provides at least ten assistants. Their duties range from attending to parking/car watching to manning/operation of telescopes. Senior members were also trained to operate the FEST inflatable planetarium and acted as guides on various occasions.
History group
Very little is known about the two observatories in Bloemfontein as both were managed by American institutions and all official records were forwarded to the USA after their withdrawal.
The Michigan University managed the Lamont-Hussey Observatory between 1926 and 1973.The telescope was dismantled and the dome converted into a theatre.
Harvard University, on the other hand, was responsible for the Boyden Observatory between 1927 and 1977. Fortunately the observatory was not dismantled and was handed over to the University of the Free State.
When the History Group was founded recently, members first undertook a search of the local archive. Their attempts to find information was futile. With the assistance of Willie Koortz of SAAO, contact was established with the relevant American institutions. Valuable information was obtained, which is currently being processed. 
The large 10 m long tube, axis and counterweights of the Lamont-Hussey 27-inch refractor telescope were located in the backyard of a fire station. The optics of the above-mentioned telescope were located at the University of Michigan. The camera system of the 27-inch that was used by Earl C Slipher of the Lowell Observatory to photograph Mars (1957) was discovered in the elephant cage of the local zoo. The Rossiter plaque that belonged to the Lamont-Hussey Observatory was found at the municipality office and a very old wooden telescope was also tracked down at a private residence. The world-renowned Metcalf telescope was refurbished and restored to working order with the assistance of the University of the Free State and Friends of Boyden. A museum will be opened in the near future in collaboration with the Friends of Boyden.
Observations
We are privileged to have access to Boyden Observatory’s facilities. The members have formed smaller groups and are actively involved with the following types of observations:
Deepsky objects with the 1.52-m and 0.41-m reflectors and 0.33-m refractor.
Meteors and comets. There has been keen interest in this field after Tim Cooper presented a workshop.
Solar observations, with a 20-cm ceolostat-fed telescope and support from Department of Physics. The magnetic fields of the sun (employing the Zeeman effect) is one of the identified projects.
Astrophotography in collaboration with astrophotography students from Technikon Port Elizabeth who are making use of Boyden’s facilities.
Newsletter
The Centre publishes a monthly newsletter Die Naghemel and boasts a unique website “Space Tides” at [www.spacetides.cjb.net ] as well as a webpage at [www.geocities.com/assabfn ].
