Astronomy in Bloemfontein

Join the city’s astronomical community

	· The Friends of Boyden


The Friends of Boyden is a public interest group which fosters a wider appreciation of the astronomical activities of Boyden Observatory and who promote public interest in its affairs.
The Friends arranges pulic open evenings and has access to exclusive member meetings where speakers talk on a variety of scientific topics at Boyden. 

Anyone is welcome to join the Friends of Boyden. Members receive ASSA Bloemfontein’s official newsletter by post and are kept up to date of important astronomical dates and events in the city via e-mail. Membership is R50 per year per family or R40 for an individual. 


For more information, please contact Braam van Zyl at 051 - 436 7555 (h) / jalvzyl@mweb.co.za
You can also visit the Friends’ website at http://www.assabfn.co.za/friendsofboyden.
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	· Amateur Astronomers: ASSA Bloemfontein Centre 

The region’s amateur astronomy club is suited for those who want to go deeper into astronomy and even make amateur astronomy their hobby. There are four quarterly meetings per year and various other activities in the form of workshops, observation evenings, courses etc. 


U can also join any of the club’s practical activities:
Deep Sky Observations, Comets and Meteors, Astrophotography, Historical research, Solar Observations, Lunar studies and even telescope building. Meetings are usually at Boyden, or in the city.

For more information, please contact Gerrit Penning at 084 429 9080 or Philip Coetzer at 

084 627 7626.   E-mail: mail@assabfn.co.za . Visit the club’s website at www.assabfn.co.za for comprehensive information and the year’s calendar. Member fees: R50 per family per year. 

ASSA Bloemfontein is affiliated with National ASSA, an organisation that consists of professional as well as amateur astronomers. Anyone can join national ASSA – please contact Phillip. 



	· SpaceTides Astronomy & Spaceflight News
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	Compiled by ASSA Bloemfontein Centre - SpaceTides is a free e-mail newsletter which contains interesting information about the exciting world of astronomy and spaceflight. Subscribers are also kept up to date of important astronomical events in Bloemfontein and Southern Africa. 

It contains information around Boyden Open Evenings, astronomy courses and similar activities in Bloemfontein. 

Website: www.assabfn.co.za/spacetides or send an e-mail to spacetides@assabfn.co.za with the word “Subscribe” in the subject line.



	· Internet websites to visit

	www.spaceflight.nasa.gov -Spaceflight
www.jpl.nasa.gov – Space Technology
www.spaceflightnow.com – Space News
	www.universetoday.com - news
www.space.com –Daily News
www.cnn.com/TECH/space/
	www.heavens-above.com - ! Satelite times!
http://hstexhibit.stsci.edu/ - Hubble photos
www.skyandtelescope.com - Astronomy
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