Friends of Boyden Observatory Constitution
1. Name

The name of the Society shall be "The Friends of the Boyden Observatory" 

2. Objectives 
The objectives of the Society shall be: 

To foster a wide public appreciation of the astronomical activities of Boyden Observatory and to promote public interest in the affairs of Boyden Observatory. This shall be accomplished by means of meetings, lectures, exhibitions, publications, radio or television broadcasts or other lawful means.

To secure contributions to the funds of the Society.

To accept, at its discretion, any gift to be applied to any one or more of the objectives of the Society.

To make grants towards the development, improvement and maintenance of the facilities of Boyden Observatory.

3. Membership 
1. Eligibility 

The membership of the Society shall be open to all persons and institutions desirous of becoming members.

2. Categories of Membership

The Society shall have the following categories of membership: 

Individuals (ordinary members)

Individuals (life long members)

Students

Pensioners

Families

Corporate Members

Institutional Members

Honorary Members

Patrons

PROVIDED that the Committee may at any time introduce other types of membership. 

3. Honorary Members 

The Committee shall have the power to nominate as honorary members at the annual general meeting any person who has rendered special services either to the Friends or to the Boyden Observatory. Honorary Members of the Society shall be exempt from payment of a membership fee and shall not be eligible to stand for election to the Committee, but in other respects shall enjoy the full privileges of Ordinary members.

4. Patrons

There may be patrons of the Society who shall be nominated for election by the Committee at the Annual General Meeting. Patrons shall be exempt from payment of a membership fee and shall not be eligible to serve on the Management Committee.

5. Rights and Privileges of Members

Every member in good standing shall be entitled to: 

(a) 

attend, speak, and vote at any General Meeting of the Society

(b) 

stand for election to the Committee PROVIDED that member does not belong to a category of membership specifically excluded by this Constitution from standing for election to the Committee

(c) 

receive, either free or at a reduced rate, any publications issued by the Society

(d) 

attend all public lectures and all public functions arranged by the Committee

(e) 

such other privileges as may be available from time to time Family, Institutional and Corporate members shall be entitled to one vote each, and shall be eligible to hold office through a representative who shall be nominated from within their group.

6. Election of Members

Persons applying for membership of the Friends shall complete the current application form and pay the prescribed membership fee. They shall be deemed to be members when the application has been approved by the Management Committee. The Committee may accept or reject an application entirely at its own discretion.

7. Membership Fees

The membership fees shall be decided by the Committee from time to time. All membership fees are payable in advance to the Treasurer of the Friends and shall become due on 1 March each year. Any member who fails to pay his subscription within three calender months of the due date shall cease to be a member of the Friends.

8. Resignation

A member may resign from the Society by giving one month's notice in writing to that effect and paying any membership fees which may be due at the date of such resignation.

9. Reinstatement

Any member who has resigned in good standing may be permitted to rejoin the Friends at the discretion of the Committee. Personds who forfeited membership through non-payment of subscription or exclusion may be reinstated with the consent of the Committee and shall pay arrears of subscription as the Committee shall decide in each case.

4 MANAGEMENT 
1. The Management Committee 

The administration of the affairs of the Society shall be vested in the Management Committee ('the Commitee'), which shall consist of a 

Chairman,

Vice-Chairman,

Secretary,

Treasurer and

not fewer than three nor more than six other members.

2. Election of Committee Members

The Members of the Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting from among eligible members in good standing. The Committee members shall retire annually, but shall be available for re-election.

3. Ex Officio Member

A member of staff of the Physics Department of the University of the Free State shall be {ex officio} a member of the Management Committee, with full voting rights. This member shall be nominated by the Head of above-mentioned Department.

4. Co-option of Members
The Committee may co-opt additional members even if thereby the number of Committee members exceeds ten. The Committee may co-opt not more than two members for any one Committee year, with full rights of membership of the Committee, but may in addition co-opt other persons without such rights. Co-opted Honorary members shall have no voting rights on the Committee.

5. Exclusions

With the exception of the {ex officio} member described in paragraph 3 above, no member of the Management Committee shall be eligible to serve simultaneously on the governing body of Boyden Observatory. A member of the Friends who serves on the governing body of Boyden Observatory shall not be eligible to stand for election to the Management Committee. A member of the Committee who accepts a position on the governing body of Boyden Observatory shall resign from his/her post on the Committee fortwith.

6. Vacancies

A vacancy occuring in the membership of the Committee through any cause may be filled by the Committee from among eligible members of the Society.

7. Meetings

The Committee shall meet not less than twice each year. Not less than two weeks' notice of all meetings of the Committee shall be sent to each member thereof. The agenda of the meeting shall be circulated to members with the notice of the meeting. Five members of the Committee present at any meeting shall constitute a quorum. At all meetings the Chairman shall have a deliberative, but not a casting vote.

5. Finance 

The Financial Year of the Society shall be the period of twelve months from 1st March to the last day of February, and the accounts shall be audited at the end of each financial year by an auditor, or auditors, appointed by the Annual General Meeting.

The Committee shall maintain a banking account in the name of the Society. All moneys received by the Society shall be deposited to the credit of the Society's banking account, and all payments shall be made by cheque drawn upon such account. The Committee shall, from among its members, appoint a panel of persons authorized to sign cheques and each cheque drawn on any of the society's accounts shall be signed by not fewer than two members authorized to do so.

The Committee shall be empowered to receive donations from donors desirous of furthuring the objectives of the Society.

The audited financial statement shall be presented to the Committee as soon as practicable after the last day of February in each year, and shall be submitted for confirmation at the Annual General Meeting.

6. General Meetings 

An Annual Meeting of the members of the Society shall be held within three months of the end of each financial year, at such time and place as the Committee may determine, for the adoption of the Chairman's annual report and financial statements, the election of Office Bearers, and for the transaction of general business.

At least fourteen days notice shall be given of the date, place, and time of the Annual General Meeting. The Agenda of the meeting shall be circulated to members with the notice of the meeting.

The Annual General Meeting shall elect a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman Secretary, Treasurer and such other Office Bearers as it may decide.

A Special General Meeting of the members may be convened by the Committee at any time, and shall be convened fortwith by the Chairman upon receipt of a written requisition signed by not fewer than twenty-five members of the Society entitled to vote at General Meetings.

The quorum for any General Meeting of the Society shall be fifteen members.

7. Amendments to the constitution 

No alteration or addition to this Constitution shall be made save at the Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting, called for this purpose, and after due notice has been given to all members. A majority of two-thirds of the votes recorded by members present and entitled to vote shall be necessary to effect any emendment to his Constitution.

8. Winding up 

If upon the winding up or dissolution of the Society, there remains, after the satisfaction of its debts and liabilities, any property whatsoever, it shall be given or transferred to Boyden Observatory PROVIDED that the dissolution of the Friends is not a consequence or anticipation of the closure of Boyden Observatory or the cessation of astronomical activities at Boyden Observatory. If this proviso is not met, the remaining assets of the Friends shall, at the discretion of the Committee, be donated to a society or institute serving similar interests.

9. Interpretation 

No gender bias is implied or intended through the use of gender-specific terms in this Constitution. On any question of the implication or interpretation of this Constitution, the decision of the Annual General Meeting shall be final.
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