Deep Sky list for Summer 2006/2007 (Bloemfontein, SA)
	Binoculars and telescopes (binoculars recommended 10x50 and up)

	
	ASSA Top100#

	1. M41 – Large Open Cluster in Canis Major (faintly visible with naked eye) Mag 4.5, Size 38.0'
	021

	Comments:


	2. M42 – Nebula in Orion (faintly visible with naked eye). Mag 4.0, Size 90.0'x60.0'
	018

	

	3.  M35 – Open cluster in Gemini – easily visible in binoculars. Mag: 5.1, Size 28'
	N/A

	

	4. M44 – Large open cluster in Cancer (Beehive cluster) – Visible with eye as a faint fuzzy cloud, Mag: 3.1, Size: 95.0'
	N/A

	

	5. Large and Small Magellanic Clouds – the perfect time of the year! (While you’re at it, try to see the Tarantula nebula (NGC 2070) and Tucana 47 (NGC 104) globular cluster – not part of requirements for certificate though).
	007 &  016

	

	Telescopes (minimum 6 inch and up, recommended 8 inch and up)

	

	6. NGC 2362 – The Tau Canis Majoris open star cluster in Canis Major. Bright tau star surrounded by beautiful open cluster. Mag: 4.1. Size: 8.0’
	022

	

	7. M46 – Open cluster in Puppis, but with a Planetary Nebula inside! Stunning object through a 10 inch and up.  The nebula (NGC2438) is in the foreground, not cluster member.  O/C’s Magn: 6.1 Size: 27’
	024

	

	8. M93 – Open cluster in Puppis, dense and truly great looking. Quite a smart little fuzzy! Magn: 6.2, Size 22’
	026

	

	9. M79 – Globular cluster in Lepus. Up for a real challenge? 8 inch and up please! Magn 7.7, Size 7.8’
	017

	

	Monoceros treasures: Monoceros is one of the faintest constellations, but it has some of the best deep sky objects the sky has to offer. Some are difficult to find because there’s no bright stars nearby, but they sure are worth the effort. They include, Binocular: M50, NGC 2232. Telescope: Rosette nebula (NGC2237) with its open cluster (NGC2244) – 10 inch & up, dark skies. A beauty. NGC2264, the Christmas cluster. 
	N/A

	


This was a summer list. The autumn skies are known to harbour some of the most beautiful objects in the whole celestial sphere. Watch this space… 
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