Deep Sky list for Late Autumn 2007 (BFN, SA)
	Binoculars and telescopes (binoculars recommended 10x50 and up)

	
	ASSA Top100#

	1. NGC 3532 in Carina - “Wishing Well cluster”. A large open star cluster with probably 150 stars. No doubt one of the best open clusters in the whole of the sky. Even visible with the naked eye from city skies.
	45

	Comments:


	2. NGC 3372 in Carina - “Eta Carina Nebula”.  A large star-rich nebulous patch of sky, even visible with the naked eye from cities. A very interesting part of the southern sky, especially through binoculars.  
	44

	

	3.  NGC 5139 Globular cluster in Centaurus – “Omega Centauri”.  The biggest, brightest globular of them all, which doesn’t need any introduction. Magnitude: 3.7.  Size: 36.3'. Visible with the naked eye.
	56

	

	4. Coma Berenices star cluster (only visible with naked eye). One of the nearest star clusters to Earth, taking up a big part of the sky above the northern horizon. Ever wondered how it will look if you could approach an open star cluster in a space ship? Well, look at the Coma Berenices star cluster tonight, with your unaided eyes, and find out!
	N/A

	

	5. Winter cluster warmer: Although a list for winter is still to come, you can already check out some beautiful open clusters in Scorpius: M6 (Butterfly), M7 (Ptolemy’s cluster) and NGC 6231 and its surrounding “Lizzard” star field.
	72, 78, 80

	(use either a binocular or a wide-field, low-magnification eyepiece)


	Telescopes : A Feast of Galaxies! (recommended 8 inch and up)

	

	6. The Sombrero Galaxy (M104) in Virgo: One of the best, brightest and largest galaxies visible in the whole of the sky. Always a stunning sight through a telescope. Recommended wide-field, medium magnification eye-piece.
Mag: 9.2. Surface brightness: 11.5 mag/sq arcmin. Size: 8.6'x4.2'. Right ascension: 12h 40m 10s.  Declination: -11° 38' 30"
	N/A

	

	7.  The “Black Eye” Galaxy (M64) in Coma Berenices. A strange-looking galaxy, as you can see a dark patch (consisting of dust) in its centre, at high magnification. Magnitude: 9.3. Size: 10.3'x5.0'.
	55

	

	8. Virgo galaxy groups: M58, M59, M60, M84, M86, M87, M89, M90. All visible in only an 8 degree-wide area! Take the telescope and simply “scan” the general area in which these galaxies can be found, and pick them off one after the other. Difficult to believe that such galaxies can even be seen with a small backyard telescope…
	N/A

	

	9. Ghost of Jupiter (NGC 3242) planetary nebula in Hydra: Recommended for 10 inch and up, this nebula shows a distinct round shape and at high magnification the central star can even be resolved...
Magnitude: 8.6, Size: 16.0". Right ascension: 10h 24m 56s. Declination: -18° 39' 36"
	39

	

	10. M65, M66 and NGC 3268 in Leo: What an incredible site through a wide-field eyepiece! Even with an 8 inch telescope at 48x magnification, you can’t believe that 3 galaxies can be visible in one view of the eyepiece… 
	N/A
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